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C A L L
Write to Read 

 (510) 745-1480 
to sign up for classes

Monday &  Wednesday 
 Computer Lab Open (Fremont)

Thursdays at Ashland
Computer Lab 10:30 a.m. – 12:30 p.m. 

 Job Skills Class  6 – 8 p.m. 

Become a volunteer! 
Please call us for an application. 
Many volunteer opportunities are 

available in our program from 
tutoring individuals and small groups, 

to resource center upkeep, 
outreach and recruitment, 

program development, and more.

Calendar of Events  June - Sept 2010
Call for times and locations (510) 745-1480

June
Every M–W  Computer Lab Open 2–4 p.m.  (Fremont)
Every Thurs.  Computer Lab 10:30–12:30 p.m. (Ashland)
Every Thurs.  Job Skills Class 6–8 p.m. (Ashland)
  2   New Student Orientation
14   Summer Session Starts
30   Tutor Training (Reading Clubs)

July
Every M–W  Computer Lab Open 2–4 p.m.  (Fremont)
19 & 21   Basic Tutor Training (tentative)
14   New Student Orientation

August
Every M–W  Computer Lab Open 2–4 p.m.  (Fremont)
18   New Student Orientation
23   Sign-Up Begin for Fall Classes And Groups

September
Every M–T–W  Computer Lab Expanded Hours (FRM)
  8    International Literacy Day, Fremont Library
13   Fall Session Starts (Classes, Small Groups)

Sponsored in part by Alameda County Library 
Foundation and the State Library CLLS, LSTA  

Discoveries
25 Years of Learning Together
The Alameda County Library Write to Read Literacy 
Program celebrated its 25th anniversary on May 12. 

The celebration was attended by more than 120 participants 
who enjoyed personal stories about the tutoring program, 
music, poetry and a reading from the Learning Together 
Anthology of student writings. Ann Hammond, Deputy 
County Librarian, welcomed all the attendees. Dedicated 
tutors and learners were recognized for their achievements 
in the first annual Learning Together Award ceremony. 
They were given certificates for their efforts as learning 
pairs, peer tutors, reading clubs, or as a community of 
expert learners.

Write to Read was honored by the Alameda County Board 
of Supervisors with a County Proclamation making May 
12, 2010, County Literacy Day. State Senator Ellen Corbett, 
and Assembly members Alberto Torrico and Mary Hayashi 
awarded Write to Read with Certificates of Recognition for 
the Literacy Program’s “vital role in improving the qual-
ity of life in the local community” (Assembly Resolution). 
Happy Anniversary Write to Read!
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Learning Anthology 
Published
As part of the 25th anniversary cel-
ebration, an anthology of student 
writing was published covering the 
work of students over the last 25 
years. The 106-page anthology 
begins with an introduction by 
County Librarian, Jean Hofacket 
and Program Manager, Luis Kong. 
Peer tutor Bruce Larson follows 
with an essay, Helping Each Other, 
about giving back to your tutoring 
program. Many thanks to all the learn-
ers who contributed their 
inspiring writings and who made 
this collection a memorable reminder 
how important it is to learn together. 
The Learning Together Anthology 
is available at your branch library.

Venessa, Sylvia, Joe & Marvin Celebrate at the Event



NEW This Summer
Basic Classes:
Teacher Sue Mark will be leading two basic classes 
on Tuesday and Wednesday from 6-8 pm in Fremont. 
A Spelling and Writing class will cover pre-writing 
and revision with lots of time for writing practice. 

Reading Clubs:
There will be six reading clubs this summer. 
Four groups will meet in Fremont and one group 
in Newark. These reading groups fill up quickly. 

Summer Computer Lab Schedule: 
The Write to Read Computer labs will be opened every 
Monday and Wednesday from 2-4 pm at the Fremont 
Main Library. Computer lab tutors will be available to 
help you. Extended hours will return in the fall.

You must complete an assessment and be registered 
to attend all tutoring services with the Alameda 
County Library. Please call (510) 745-1480 to register.

Reading Club Lesson
Marianne’s Monday Morning Reading Club

From “My California”

Students read the following selections:

1. “The Cataract of Which We do not Speak”  
2. “Cotton Candy Mirrors”
3. “The Big Valley” 

Exercises in writing and oral comprehension:
Compare the above 3 compositions. Which one did 
you like the best? Can you relate to any of the 
topics?

Tell or write about a good time you remember 
as a young person growing up.

Tell or write a about a memorable time with your 
child or children, your family, spouse or friend. 
Describe where it happened and what you did.

The settings of the three stories above are:
1. Sacramento
2. San Francisco
3. Fresno

Write or speak about whatever you know or feel 
about those locales. The author of “Cotton Candy 
Mirrors” feels that her visits to Playland at the 
Beach actually taught her some lessons for life. 
What were they?

Student Writing
A Memorable Place

by Hsiang-Yin Duh (Excerpt)
I always dreamt about the old town I lived in for 26 
years. This year I went to Taiwan two times. I had 
plenty of time to look at this old town.
 
I was born in the south of Taiwan. It is very famous for 
its old history and buildings. One day in the morning, 
I was looking through a front window from the third 
floor of my family’s building. I saw some people doing 
exercise in the small park. Elderly people were sitting 
on the benches under the trees that were well trimmed. 
The college students wear brand name clothes and 
have fancy backpacks to do projects. In my mind, the 
time goes back to 30 years ago. There were a lot of 
trees and a small creek. It looked like a huge forest. 
We were scared because we had been told that there 
were snakes and bad people hidden. We sometimes 
visited our classmate’s house. She was so poor and 
lived in a small hut. We watched her mom washing 
people’s clothes to make a living. We were so happy to 
stay there during the summertime.

The Ambler of the Amble of the Snake 
by Robert D.

Like the amble of the ambler of the snake, the rattle-
snake ambles along in fearlessness before it strikes, and 
poisons you repeatedly. With fangs to induce poison to 
boot. Pain is of mere consequence to the snake. When 
all along the snake’s intent was to poison repeatedly.

I Like to Go Fishing to Be Alone
 by Ismael S.

I like to go fishing to be alone, to go away and be re-
laxed.  I don’t want to think about problems and bills, 
my job and people. I like to be excited about what I’m 
going to catch, what kind of fish, big or small.  It is 
nice to forget about the time, and not think about all the 
responsibility, and be—for this one moment—alone.

Job Readiness & Computer Skills Class
Among important job-seeking skills is the writing and 
practice of the “ELEVATOR PITCH”. If you happen to 
run into your ideal employer in an elevator—or any-
where else—you’ll have about 30 seconds or less to 
impress them. You can also use the pitch at the 
beginning of a job interview or in a cover letter. 
 
These are the elements of a good elevator pitch:
 
1. Brief description of your experience 
2. Your personal strengths 
3. A question
 
Pitches developed by students 
in the class at Bermuda Gardens:

I have worked eight years in the hospitality industry. I’ve been a 
barista and served food to customers. I’ve handled inventory and 
was entrusted with opening and closing the business. My cus-
tomers loved me and left me lots of tips! I’m a team worker and 
focused. And I’m open to try new things. What are the opportu-
nities for me to work for your company?       D.T.

My background includes seventeen years’ child development 
and social service experience. I’m currently in transition, look-
ing for a more challenging position, serving people in a different 
environment.I have eight years’ retail experience in a large clothing 
store in Yemen. I helped customers, sold fabric and jewelry, and or-
dered inventory. I am a great sales person.  I work well with people 
and I am a hard worker. With all this experience, would you hire 
me?    H.A.

I am very reliable, and a team player with great people skills. 
Could you use a person with my background in your 
organization?      T.H

I worked for 10 years in a restaurant, serving customers and doing 
a great job. I have also worked in the security industry. Long term, 
I want my own business. I’m a people person, work well with 
others, and am always punctual and reliable. Based on what you 
know about me, what suggestions do you have for me?      R.A.

I have 10 years’ experience interacting with people. Right now, I 
am a licensed security guard. I have been self- employed too, as 
a taxi driver for 8 years. I am a team player. I have good people 
skills and am always punctual. I am bilingual and I have a positive 
attitude.  How can I be a help to your organization?       M.A.

I have four years’ experience working as a case manager and 
resident advisor with a wide range of people—from teenagers 
and homeless—to survivors of domestic violence and substance 
abuse. I am compassionate, have tenacity, and love a challenge. 
Employers have complimented me for my integrity.  Do you see 
me as a good fit for your organization?      D.S.

Ashland Reads

Marie enjoys reading the Anthology 
at the Literacy  Celebration!

Lucy and Annette

Mike helps a student work on a resume


